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story really began away last'
when the boys used to

the old hole on
Creek. There were the a

in of an ancient foot bridge
which the creek just

above the hole. It was here
where they pursued that sport
of the hoop."

Aud that makeb vou think of loop the
loop, doesn't it? the hoop was,

to be just such a as
far as went, and this is how
thev did it. '

The railings and most of the
of the foot bridge were gone. There was
just enough footing left for a nimble boy
to pick his way across by careful

a the remains of the nar--,

rowed down in some spaces to little more
than a foot's width. Still what flooring
there was. was smooth enough to roll a .

hoop across, if you could only keep it
from rolling off the flooring into the
water and going with it

That was the great "stunt." The
part of whoop the loop

of the howls and whoops of the
bunch of under the bridge, who
did in their power to rattle the
daring the above them. A
tinsle false movement and he
down into their clutches to be
dunked !

This novel sport was indented by Pliny
Quick, who after several trials and duck-

ings first the feit
He grew so exp-- rt that he be-

came the and could get across
safely nearly every time.

Summer passed away. Fall came on with
all it?, different sports and
Puny Quick's mind was taken up
with the usual number of great
and for the benefit of man
(and boy) kind. Most of these projects
were just enough for the

Ktims to class them as jokes,
eun if the inntor never in-

tended them as such. The onlj
they him were some royal old
scrapes.

But there was one which
-- finds out as a real advance in world

his great rotary mail box "a
sterling along creative lines,"
.is the editor of the Oakdale Clarion said
n it Pliny invented it under
tin

He lived on the outskirts of
thus bing upon one of the rural tree de
liver mail routes. If ou live in the city
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est buggy the sharp turn in the
presence of the family lined
up on road. He crossed
over and buggy so
the box that it struck it with some
force.

But instead smashed the lox
simply whirled around on the pivoted
buggy The fact that the box
rotated simply made the collision a

blow and not even loosen
the post. Then the carrier O. K.'d the
box. as it easier for him to deposit
mail; by the wheel around he
could deposit letters without his
scat in the wagon.

And for the
which resulted from Pliny's rotary mail
box.

It a few after
test of the great Pliny

was busy the back stoop
much to see brother

Austen come rushing into the yard.
aren't you

Any hurt?" he
the worried look

"Say, I've awful break!"
roaned "and you'll have to get

me out it!' Then Austen went on to
"You that letter

vou are with country gave me to mall this
boxes. a jour mail is at jour before he started for

But in the country the bouse
be set far back from the road. This makes n0 had near-ih- f

mail carrier loe too much rime to lv Uon c.h -,. ; t,- - n.,;i-- .,
wav to the .loor, -- o mail, was a lawyer, had to mail an im- -

set up on

was at

to

he

one
on

an

portant letter in town. He
home everj-- to going back
to for court session.

turn in the road. The sharp corner had But he had to see Farmer Martin
ivsuli. in several disa-te- n to the mail in regard to a lawsuit over a drove of hogs
u when u a gins or had which had and on the

too fjr to oue side of the road in road tracks, where they met with
making the turn. The box was struck j'l'he letter had to be mailed, end Austen
and the post broken off. Iwas ordered to mail it in town. This hap- -

Pliny Quick -- et hi- - wits to work. He pened just as Austen returned from school.
put up a new a round iron Austen had other plans. He to

olt in the centre of the post top. Play football that so a round
far enough out of the post top! trip of four miles into town and back just

. serve as a hub for the rotary inuil because that eld letter had to catch
.o. which was simply a buggy wheel 3:45 fast mail didn't suit him a bit. He

kept in place by means a nut tried to make Pliny go, but Pliny stuck to
on the thread of the huh. ,!" job about as close as his

letter box was now to stuck to the of that back
outer rim of the buggy wheel, piazza. Tho. other two boys weren't home,

the rotary mail box was so Austen had to take the letter,
a- - shown in the Thath is, he took it as far as Pliny's

IMiny claimed that his rotarv idea rotary mail box and it in.
an in this way. Rotary The carrier would take it up in plenty
means, of course, that the object of time for the G:13 tcain. and how
to turns around in a circle, and the mail his was not to even trust
oo.-- cenamij-- uiu. neing on me outer rim line rural iree delivery.
of ilie bu,:gv wheel,

The ofiicial te- -t of the new was
Pliny drove his father's old- -
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MISS PAPER DOLL'S
THANKSGIVING COSTUMES

went to her grandmother's house tn the country to spend Thankigtvmg Day she twd

MISS lovely time. One of the things which amused Miss Paper Doll and her very much was
costumes which were suitable to the went up into the old garret of the farmhouse and found

lots of bright paper and other things from which to make costumes. The first that they made was that of the
old Puritans who in New England and were the first people in the world who ever a Thanksgiving Day. The
modest little frock, with primly crossed which was one of the Thanksgiving masquerade costumes, was like
the costume which the little Puritan girls wore so long ago. After this all the Paper Doll cousins made themselves In-

dian suits of the d paper which they found. Miss Paper herself had a little squaw outfit made her
look like the little savage girls who used to live in the big woods in the days when the Puritans hid their
first Thanksgiving. The little Puritan girl must often have seen the little Indian girl in those old days. Then for their last
costumes the children, just for a joke, made paper turkey outfits, they got these on they looked exactly like the big-

gest old that could imagine.
they all put on these turkey costumes and ran downstairs, where the older members of the hmily were

together, may know how astonished the older ones were. For a moment they they had much
Thanksgivin'g dinner and were having nightmare. . Cut out the three costumes and how Miss Doll looks
in thenV
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hastily the and box the
buggy, jumped in and Austen started the
mare.

"Whoa!" shouted Pliny. "You're
the way !"

"Why. this is the way to
"Don't ask

Pliny. running thing!" and he
Austen turn

fast team," he added opposite.

every second counts.
box."

When drove
wheel hand.

course, Pliny

left?"

piled wheel

goin?
wrong

made around

lhey drove perhaps half a when

"r.'f - the hT off ti Pliny told his brother to take a
jroad. The wondering Austen soon broughtand smash the lock? groaned Austen. up on th creefe roa"d

There was no question of unlocking. The, "Saj where are you going?" he finally
house key promptly lost, and demanded angrilj-- .

yT: Qulr.1f carried the other key on his Vm taln;:: thi, lwx to fathrr jn,t
chain. Pliny was thinking hard. Finally fast as j can Pt ,ilPre There's a big

8hort cut from Martin's to Oakdale.""Austen, harness the mare. It would j piiny ,., a t.imrapf
take too long to smash that strong locki.. ..,.' h.M miw fe"iu"'

1 .th b?X K thr?,W?e.P.t 1L7: ' You've got to cross the creek, and the
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really going to Martin's farm."
"Who said anything about the wagon

bridge?" snorted Tliny a they skirted
Duck Creek. "Stop right here," he com
manded. Austen did so. looked at the
creek and exclaimed in alarm:

doing on that, Pliny!"
"Watch me!" answered Pliny, grimly

dumping out the buggy wLeel mail box
"I wasn't whoop the hoop for
nothing!" There was no use carrying
the whesj: it was too heavy for a small
boy to keep his footing with along tb
slippery, narrow- - surface, for Pliny had
come straight to the ruined
where he'd won his last
summer. But that was ea-- y compan--
to now. It had snowed slightly that day
and slender foothold was wet with
slush. And that ice cold water

One misstep waugh!
It was probably the only time when

Pliny was known to willingly put on h'S
rubbers. He did now, and started care
fully pushing the big wheel in front of
him. Austen looked fearfully on. Plinv
gingerly threaded his way over the planks

slipped a ijuicK recovery a dii slower
progress he was across!

The Martin farm was very close by.
Pliny over the hill, rolling the
box on the wheel just as he would a hoop.
Austen went home to wait in great fear
and suspense. Two hours later he heard
the sound of wheels. He retired to the
woodshed a good place to be if it was
bad news. Here Pliny found him.

"Come in, you re safe,' laughed Pliny
"We just made the b :45 with Martin s
auto. Pa asked me what reward I wanted
and I got it. I begged off for you !"
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